
help support efforts like yours. We 
need your help by giving back to 
our grants and other support pro-
grams – and we made it simple. 
Your participation in Freshwater 
Future’s Walk, Paddle and Roll 
fundraising event will help ensure 
groups and individuals like you 
will get the help they need to pro-
tect their local resources.                
 In keeping with our mis-
sion to help people protect the 
Great Lakes, this fundraising event 
is also an opportunity for your 
group to raise funds to support 
your efforts. As an added bonus, 
the Walk, Paddle and Roll is a 
great way to engage people with 
your group and grow your mem-
bership and donor base. 
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Freshwater Future believes that 
individuals can make a difference.  
Since 1996, Freshwater Future has 
helped over 1,800 local groups and 
individuals like you make a differ-
ence in their community – by pro-
viding funding, technical assis-
tance, communications and net-
working for restoration and protec-
tion projects in the Great Lakes 
region.  Our grants program has 
provided over $1 million in funds 
for more than 600 projects in Great 
Lakes communities.   
      We believe our grants program 
is vital to helping groups like 
yours make a difference.  How-
ever, we are not like a typical 
foundation that has a large bene-
factor and almost guaranteed fund-
ing to give out every year.  Rather, 
we are constantly seeking funds 
from various sources so we can 
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This fundraising event consists of 
a five mile walk, kayak, and/or 10 
mile bike ride.  You may choose to 
do any one or all three.  Funds are 
raised by participants who either 
pay an entrance fee or collect 
pledges.  Great Lakes Walk, 
Paddle, and Roll participants 
raise an average of $700 per per-
son through pledges using a com-
bination of pledge forms and their 
own personal fundraising website. 
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· Contribution toward other pro-
jects that will protect and re-
store our Great Lakes ecology. 

· Half of the net proceeds from 
the event go directly to your 
group to support your efforts to protect and restore the resources in your 
community.  As a bonus, if your group is one of the top three annual 
Great Lakes Walk, Paddle, and Roll fundraisers, 75%, 65%, and 60% 
respectively for the top three spots, rather than 50%.  

· An opportunity to engage members of your community in your group’s 
efforts– thus growing your membership and donor base to support your 
efforts. 

· Broader publicity for your organization and causes through your cus-
tomized fundraising website, Freshwater Future’s website and other re-
gional media promotions. 

 

· A sponsored website that provides individualized web-pages for each 
participant to use for collecting pledges and donations, to forward the 
link to friends in email requests and reminders, and to keep friends, 
family and colleagues up to date on pledge goals.   

· Assistance to set up your web page on First Giving.   
· A customizable media release for the event. 
· Great Lakes Walk Paddle, and Roll logoed T-shirts for event partici-

pants. 
· Customizable letters to solicit sponsorships from businesses in your 

community. 
· Reports with addresses and emails for the online donations received for 

your event. 
· A free one-year membership to Freshwater Future for each donor 
· A customized thank you letter to every donor with the group’s name 

and the name of the individual they sponsored.  It will also include the 
amount they gave so that they can use it for tax purposes. 

· To set a date and location for 
the event and choose to do the 
five mile walk, kayak, and/or 
10 mile bike ride. 

· Fax or email the provided 
press release to local media 
outlets including newspapers 
and radio. 

· Solicit participants that will 
collect pledges from their 
friends, family or colleagues. 
(An alternate option is to 
charge an entrance fee for par-
ticipants.  This could be done 
for participants not wanting to 
collect pledges or all together 
instead of collecting pledges.  
(Note that collecting pledges 
has been the most successful 
way to raise funds.) 

· Participants who choose to so-
liciting pledges can set up their 
individualized website. (This 
takes about five minutes.) 

· Get volunteers to help kick off 
the event and set up water 
breaks. 

· Have fun either walking, pad-
dling or rolling! 
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