FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Great Lakes NGOs Support Appointment of Federal Asian Carp Director
NGOs call the appointment vital step towards more urgent and effective federal action necessary to stop the Asian carp
CHICAGO (September 8, 2010) – Prominent national and Great Lakes conservation environmental groups and coalitions are applauding the Obama Administration’s announcement today of the newly created position of “Asian Carp Director” within the White House Council on Environmental Quality.  The groups support the White House in recognizing that a more focused federal effort is essential to addressing the threat posed to our waters by the Asian Carp, and related invasive species.  Today’s announcement responds to the calls from environmental groups and Great Lakes Senators, led by Senators Durbin and Stabenow, for increased federal action, greater transparency and communication with the public, and better coordination among federal, state, and local agencies.

The groups also support the appointment of John Goss to the new position.  Goss’ experience as Executive Director of the Indiana Wildlife Federation and former head of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources make him an excellent choice to lead the fight.

The following is a joint statement of the Alliance for the Great Lakes, Environment Illinois, Freshwater Future, Great Lakes United, Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition, National Wildlife Federation, Natural Resources Defense Council, Prairie Rivers Network, and Sierra Club:

We need stronger federal leadership and more immediate and effective action if we are going to prevent Asian carp from establishing a breeding population in the Great Lakes.  John Goss has had a distinguished career as a true public servant.  We look forward to working with him to increase the pace at which federal and state agencies undertake the short-term actions necessary to stop Asian carp while keeping everyone – particularly the Army Corps of Engineers – focused on identifying the permanent solution that improves the outmoded infrastructure of the Chicago Waterway System and permanently prevents the travel of invasive species between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River.  

We trust and expect that the Asian Carp Director will be able to use the authority of the White House to move the Army Corps and other agencies as quickly as possible to develop a solution that will stop invasive species transfers and invest in new, more sustainable water and transportation infrastructure that will benefit the economies of Chicago, the Great Lakes region, and the entire nation.

For more information on today’s announcement, see the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee’s web site at http://www.asiancarp.org. 
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